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Can We Measure Up? 


* Speaking of witnesses Dr. G. ‘Campbell Mor- 
gan once observed: “A witness is one convinced 
of the truth, yielded to the truth, transformed 
by the truth, an incarnation of that truth. 


Is it not because we fail to measure up to 
this standard that ‘our witnessing is often so 
fruitless? 


Are we convinced of the truth? Do we have 
an abiding conviction in our hearts that the 
Christ we represent is truly the only way of 
salvation? Do we have clear convictions about 
the record of the Person and Work of our Lord? 
If net there is a hollow ring in our testimony, 
a lack of assurance that causes us to hasten on 
to secular matters about which we have stronger 
opinions. What happens? Nothing. 


Are we yielded to the truth? “But be ye doers 


of the ward, and not hearers only, deceiving your | 


own selves,” is a thought we should ever have in 
mind. God requires of His servants that we yield 
ourselves to the teachings and implications of 
the Gospel. Until we have done this our wit- 
nessing can have little effect on others. 


Are we transformed by the truth? Is the like- 
ness of Christ seen in us? Can it be said of 
us, aS it was of the early apostles: “they took 
knowledge of them, that they had been with 
Jesus’? Such an impressicn is given only by those 
who have experienced the transforming power 
of the-living Christ, by those who live in daily 
close communion with Him and His Word. 
Without such transformation in our own lives 
our witness will count for little. 


‘Are we an incarnation of God’s truth? Do 
people see in us the traits and character of the 
One to Whom we belong? One of the most 
impressive and heart-searching passages in all 
Scripture is found in Galatians where Paul af- 
firms: “J am crucified with Christ: nevertheless 
] lve: yet not IT, but Christ lveth m me: and 
the life which I now lwe in the flesh J live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
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EDITORIAL 


‘CAN HAPPEN. 


gave himself for me.” Little wonder that Paul’s 
witness has never ceased to have power, for he 
bore in his mind and heart and body the “marks 
of the Lord Jesus.” 


What is the most lnestains thing which could 
happen to the Church before the Lord returns? 
Certainly. it would be-that we who are Christians 
should manifest in our witness the tokens of 
Christ’s transforming power in our own lives. 
And, if we yield to Him in total surender IT 
—L.N.B. 


dni, 


Missions: From the Crucified 
Risen Christ, Not From 
Western Culture! 


This was the sense of the Week of Considera- 
tion of the Task of Missions by the workers’ 
conference held at the Basel Mission, March 
19-23, 1956. 


Speaking of the condition of the Church and 
Missicns in South India; Rev. M. Karunakaran 
testified to his concern that the United Church 
in South India continue to rest on the work and 
grace of Christ without the introduction of 
priestly mediators or saints. The Hindus are 
prene to say that “all religions are the same,” 
but the speaker pleaded for the full recognition 
of the uniqueness of Christ and the call for 
committal to Him and His Church. Inspector 
H. Witschi rejoiced in the clear call to Christ 
which Billy Graham had sounded in India and 
in the fact that the student secretary for Indo- 
nesia had a positive testimony. The Republic 
cf Indonesia ts making it difficult to send’ new 
or to return old missionaries from Europe unless 
they qualify as technical experts. 


Professor Dr. H. Duerr reviewed the volume 
bs K. M. Pannikar, “Asia and the Rulership 
of the West,” which has just been translated 
into German. This is an account of world his- 
tery from the Asiatic or Oriental rather than 
from the European or Western point of view. 
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It is rather critical of Christian missions in the 
Far East as being allied to colonialism and extra- 
territoriality, as teaching Western languages, 
culture, history, and philosophy to the exclu- 
sion of Eastern thought. At the conclusion of 
the careful review, Dr. Duerr pointed out that 
the book did not attack the presentation of the 
Gospel from the point of view of the crucified- 
risen Christ. Other comments indicated that 
the book had not taken seriously enough the 
place of the genuine Christian Church in the 
Far East. 


The Rev. A. L. Kwansa, Secretary of the 
Presbyterian Church of the Gold Coast, brought 
thanks to the Basel Mission for the courage, 
constancy and sacrifice of that body in plant- 
ing the Gospel on the Gold Coast. After cen- 
turies of failure by other groups, the Basel Mis- 
sion undertook the work in 1828. Although 8 
of the first 9 appointed died in a few months 
the work was continued until men saw that 
this was no Western exploit, but the work of 
the Spirit of God. In gratitude to Almighty 
God for His sovereign and redeeming love mani- 
fest in the Gold Coast, the preacher told of the 
strong Presbyterian Church with its 40,000 com- 
municants, with its well organized Synod, pres- 
byteries, conferences and sessions. The Govern- 
ment is now permitting the Christian bodies a 
daily devotional program on the radio, fetish- 
ism is collapsing, chiefs are coming to Christ. 
The problem of what African customs may prop- 
erly be integrated into the life of the Christian 
people and which must be given up is a live 
concern there. The Church is girding herself 
for home mission work in the Southern provinces 
and foreign mission outreach in the northern 
parts of the country. The Gold Coast people 
are convinced that this is not merely the religion 
of the white man—it is the religion of Christ 
that God has given the Gold Coast. 


Pfarrer David Bosch gave a historical account 
of the Situation in South Africa, showing that 
the Bantu people were an arrival there con- 
siderably later than the Dutch settlers. Mr. 
Bosch disavowed the political program of forced 
apertheid, but as well rejected the opposite view 
of enforced integration. He favors a friendly 
parallellism or distinctive development of the 
several races in South Africa, or what has been 
designated as pluralism. 


Perhaps, the high spot of the conference was 
the devotional exposition of the Epistle to the 


Ephesians by Pfarrer Dr. W. Bieder. One may 
outline that great book as presenting God, the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ in the first 
chapter, Christ as the theme of the second, Paul 
of the third, the Church of the fourth, and the 
life of the members in the fifth and sixth. Con- 
sidered as a whole, the Epistle to the Ephesians 
is a remarkable parallel in the Church to Him 
Who is her Head—the Word Who became flesh 
and dwelt in the midst among us. W.G.R. 


Juvenile Delinquency 


WE MUST FACE THE CAUSE BEFORE 
WE CAN EFFECT THE CURE 


Will = juvenile continue’ to 


increase? 


delinquency 


One of the strange phenomena of our con- 
cern over the increase in juvenile crime and 
general delinquency is that in large measure 
we concentrate on the symptoms and effects of 
this tragic social problem and continue to ignore 
the causes. 


Juvenile delinquents do not just happen. They 
are the products of a situation for which they 
are not primarily responsible. And, only too 
few adults are willing to face the underlying 
causes and meet them in their own lives, and 
in the environment which they themselves make 
for their children. 


The basic problem is one of adult delin- 
quency. Why should not children become in- 
creasingly lawless and godless when raised in 
such surroundings? Why should children not 
become increasingly violent when their eyes and 
minds are fed on violence? Why should young 
people not be tolerant to and interested in 
crime when they see and hear it portrayed on 


every hand in terms of glamour or adventure? 


Christless homes are a breeding ground for 
spiritual and moral delinquents, adult and 
child. Only too often culture and Christianity 
are confused. It is Christ Who changes the 
hearts of men and makes them new creatures 
in Himself. Culture, refinement, education— 
desirable as they are—are no substitute for 
Christianity and where Christ is not found in 
the home anything can happen. 

What do your children think of your pre- 


occupations? If your chief interests are outside 
of the home, or on selfish social and other am- 
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bitions they know it. If, on the other hand, you 
are putting Christ first in your own lives and 
in your desires for your children they know it 
too. 


Christians must face the fact that television 
has brought into modern life a new avenue of 
entertainment, and a critically dangerous one 
too. Is the television in your home a mechan- 
ical baby-sitter? What are your children watch- 
ing on television? Admitting that some pro- 
grams are wholesome we are blind if we do 
not realize that many programs are filled with 
crime and violence and are totally unfit for 
children to watch. When such programs are 
fed to immature minds daily why do we wonder 
when children take them as a desirable and 
exciting pattern of life? 


What care do you take in the selection of 
food for your children? Probably every reason- 
able effort is made to get wholesome and well 
balanced diets. Why, oh why, the carelessness 
in letting children see constantly acts of violence, 
murder and death? If they go out and do like- 
wise who is to blame? 


The so-called ‘“‘comics” are another prolific 
source of warped attitudes. Again we find vio- 
lence and crime on every hand. And then we 
wonder why many children develop into hood- 
lums ! ! 


We are all familiar with the wails of each 
succeeding older generation. But, to be com- 
pletely realistic, has there ever been a time when 
children have been subjected to more impres- 
sions and contacts which can lead to moral and 
spiritual delinquency? ‘This being true how 
great is our responsibility as parents, and how 
necessary is God’s daily help and guidance. 


We would suggest that one of the cures for 
juvenile delinquency starts in discipline in the 
home. We are talking about discipline of par- 
ents themselves. If we are to set the right ex- 
ample for our children we must exercise self- 
discipline. Can our children see us reading filth 
and still respect our protests for clean living? 
If they see in us undisciplined lives in our 
habits, social contacts and manner of speech how 
can we remonstrate when they copy us and even 
go us one better? | 


There is no easy way to stem the present tide 
of juvenile delinquency, but, certainly the best 
way is to give our children the blessings and 
protection of a Christian home. And, we can 
never make Christian homes until we ourselves 
have enthroned Christ in our own hearts. 


What place does the Church and Sunday 
School have in our own lives, and in those of 
our children. Not only is attendance at all 
services a means of grace and growth in spiritual 
things but the various activities of the Church 
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offer avenues of expression and development 
which point away from delinquency. 


Finally, the prayers of godly parents can be 
a wall of protection and a girder of strength 
for young lives. The discipline of prayer is 
one all parents must learn if they are to be true 
Christian parents, and, with that discipline there 
comes the blessings of God on the objects of 
our prayers. 


Juvenile delinquency may be approached 
from many angles, but the place where it can 
be eliminated is in the well disciplined Chris- 
tian home, the home where Christ is preeminent 
and where His love and joy and peace abide. 


“Set your hearts unto all the words which I 
testify among you this day, which ye shall 
command your children to observe to do, all 
the words of this law. For it is not a vain 


thing for you; because it is your life.” 
—L.N.B. 
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(From “New Testament Evangelism” 


by Wade C. Smith) 


Lesson No. 135 
THE Hoty Spirit 1Nn EVANGELISM 


Fact No. 5—The Holy Spirit can be had for 
the asking. 


“If ye then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children, how much more 
shall your Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 
to them that ask Him?” Luke 11:13. Here is 
one of those marvelous promises which make 
the Word of God so different from the processes 
of worldly thinking. In the markets a thing 
is costly and hard to obtain in the degree that 
it is most in demand, or most necessary for ef- 
fectiveness or happiness as the world regards 
that thing. Think of radium and diamonds; 
or think of articles of food in time of famine. 
But here is something absolutely indispensable; 
something that is all sufficient for all condi- 
tions, all times and all emergencies; something 
insuring the heart’s highest and eternal happi- 
ness. It is as free as the air which we breathe 
and can be had for the simple asking. Is that 
not like God? He would rather give you this 
priceless boon than your mother to give you a 
good gift! He has chosen the strongest figure 
to illustrate His willingness - yea, His longing 
to bestow this wondrous gift - the Holy Spirit. 
Is it sible that an intelligent Christian at- 
tempting so momentous and humanly impossible 
thing as winning a soul to Christ, will ignore 
the power of the Holy Spirit so freely supplied? 


Let us remember we do not have to ask the 
Father to “send down” the Holy Spirit, as some- 
times you hear in a prayer. He has already 
“come down” and is here to remain to the end 
of time. (John 14:16,17) Rather, let our 
prayer be, “Lord open my heart to the entrance 
of the Holy Spirit.” Undoubtedly He wants to 
come in and abide there. — 


So then, since the Holy Spirit is so ever present 
and so freely given for the simple asking, the 
personal worker who is wise will be constantly 
and regularly seeking His presence and aid. It 
is not enough to ask for this power at the outset 
of a proposed soul winning program; it is not 
enough to ask afresh every morning or every 
evening. Every step of the way is in some way 
consciously identified with Him. That is what 
Paul meant in telling the Colossians to “con- 
tinue in prayer, and watch in the same with 
thanksgiving.” (Col. 4:2) And to the Thessa- 
lonians: ‘Pray without ceasing. In everything 
give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ 
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Jesus concerning you. Quench not the Spirit.” 
(I. Thes. 5:17-19). It does not mean we should 
be continuously on our knees; but it shows 
we can so cultivate a sense of the Holy Spirit’s 
presence, and our absolute need of the light 
and power afforded by that Presence, that our 
minds will be habitually appealing to Him. The 
venturesome climbers of the Alps are attached 
to their guides by ropes. Whether the guide 
be in view, or out of sight around some pro- 
jecting ledge, always there is the feel of the tug 
on the life line; always the assurance that he is 
linked with one just ahead who knows the way 
and who is trained for the special business of 
holding the climber steady, or lifting and re- 
storing him when he slips. This is but a weak 
illustration, because the Holy Spirit is infallible 
(non-fall-able!) The Alpine expert is not. 


It is interesting to note Paul’s injunction to 
“pray with thanksgiving.” And why not? Are 
not God’s promises very definite about answer 
to prayer? Especially the prayer of faith. It 
is a high type of faith which so confidently ex- 
pects God to fulfil His covenant that acknowl- 
edgment is made with gratitude at the time of 
request and before the answer is seen. Surely 
the days of miracles have not passed. Faith and 
miracles are very closely allied, and faith with 
the bloom and fragrance of thanksgiving upon 
it must be very pleasing to God. 


One other thing about a continuous sense 
of dependence upon the guidance and power 
of the Holy Spirit: Of all Christian service, per- 
haps soul winning leads into a greater variety 
of experiences than any other. No two inci- 
dents are exactly alike. No two people will re- 
act the same way to the same proposition. Often 
the same person will react differently one day 
from another, according as his circumstances are 
altered. Human minds and hearts, while seem- 
ingly created in a common mold, yet are dis- 
tinctly different in their reactions. These may 
be only shades of differences, but the variations 
are sufficient to require some instant shiftings 
of the processes in the delicate art of “catching 
men” for Christ. Our human skill, at best, is 
often baffled, and we find that a course which 
worked successfully in one case, now seems ut- 
terly inadequate in another—though the cir- 
cumstances appeared to be pretty much the same. 
The Lord evidently intended it should be so. 
He wanted His servants to realize their moment 
by moment dependence upon the Comforter— 
this One whom He would send to guide and to 
empower at all times. “Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of 
Hosts.” (Zech.4:6). 


Moses prayed: “If thy Presence go not with 
me, carry us not up hence”! and the Lord an- 
swered “I will do this thing also that thou hast 
spoken: for thou hast found grace in my sight, 
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and I know thee by name.” (Ex.33:15,17). Let 
the servants of the Lord be keen for the high 
privilege of making conquests in His name, but 
let them first be sure they have fulfilled the 
conditions of the Presence and the Power. Those 
conditions are : Asking; more Asking; con- 
tinuous Asking. 


(The next three lessons will suggest ‘Three 
Human Essentials for Personal evangelism.’’) 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By C. C. Baker 


Sunday, April 22, I Peter 5:5-11. Chapter 5 
contains Peter’s advice to Christians who were 
undergoing severe persecution (4:12-17). List 
the instructions given to the Christian leaders 
in vv.1-4. Do the traits Peter is warning them 
against crop up in your life in your relation 
to those who are under your leadership? How 
does God look upon the proud and domineer- 
ing (vv.5-6)? How do you think humility be- 
fore God (vv.6-7) and among others (v.5) can 
be an effective instrument in overcoming Satan 
(vv.8-9) ? Does your humility before God give 
Him the opportunity to grant you His grace and 
strength (vv.10-11) ? 


Monday, April 23, John 15:12-13. In the first 
eight verses of this chapter Christ speaks of the 
necessity of abiding in Him in order to bear 
fruit. What is the primary fruit that Jesus ex- 
pects His disciples to bear (vv.9-12)? What ex- 
ample has Jesus given us for bearing this fruit 
(vv.9-10,12-13) 2? What power in prayer results 
from Christ’s love dwelling in our hearts (vv.7, 
16b) ? What mood will predominate in our lives 
(v.11)? Does abiding in Christ’s love reveal to 
you the joy of His presence? Does it give you 
power in prayer? 


Tuesday, April 24, Matt. 14:13-21. How must 
Christ have felt when He heard of the beheading 
of His kinsman, John the Baptist (vv.6-13) ? 
Notice v.13b. Would you have felt like meet- 
ing the demands of a crowd after hearing news 
such as this? Observe Christ’s. attitude when 
He saw the crowd approaching (v.14). How 
did He manifest this compassion and _ love 
(vv.14-21) ? What lessons in the overcoming of 
grief do you think the disciples learned through 
this experience? Is your love for others mani- 
fested in loving deeds to them even in times 
of personal reversal and grief? 


Wednesday, April 25, Philippians 4:11-13. A 
truly great lesson for any Christian to learn is 
that of contentment with the material posses- 
sions he has (vv.11-13). What principles does 
Paul lay down to Timothy in I Timothy 6:6-11? 
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What dangers are inherent in a love for money 
(I Timothy 6:9-10)? How is this philosophy a 
very foolish one (I Timothy 6:7)? What should 
be the Christian’s primary concern (I Timothy 
6:6-11) ? What was the secret of Paul’s content- 
ment (Philippians 4:13)? How do Phil. 1:20-21, 
23; 3:8 reveal the richness and depth of Paul’s 
contentment in Christ? Has a seeking after ma- 


terial possessions kept you from finding this 


same contentment for yourself? 


Thursday, April 26, Matthew 6:25-34. It is 
very easy for the Christian’s mind to be turned 
away from the spiritual by anxiety over the 
material. What arguments does Jesus use to 
illustrate the foolishness of such diversion? Are 
these arguments valid? What facts about God 
make worry over physical needs foolish? Do 
these facts exclude the need of working for a 
living? What, then, is the main point that 
Jesus is making in this passage (vv.31-33) ? What 
concerns are there in your life that cause you 
to turn your eyes away from spiritual things? 
How will putting the Lord’s interest first affect 
these problems (vv.31-34) ? 


Friday, April 27, Matthew 8:23-27. The first 
part of Jesus’ ministry was spent in doing deeds 
that caused the disciples to experience the won- 
der of v.27. The realization of Who He was 
came in 16:13-16. Think about each of the de- 
tails of the events recorded in 8:23-27. How 
was Jesus’ behavior unusual (v.24) ? Remember 
that many of the disciples were professional 
fishermen. What had they already seen in 
Christ that caused them to look to him in v.25 
for help (vv.3,13,14-17)? Do you think the dis- 
ciples were really prepared for what happened 
in v.26b? How, then, was Jesus’ rebuke of 
v.26a a just one? What contributions would 
this event make to the disciples’ knowledge of 
who Christ was? Do we, who are aware of the 
power and deity of our Savior, live each day 
in the wonder of this revelation? 


Saturday, April 28, John 8:12-20. Throughout 
this section of John, Jesus makes tremendous 
statements about Himself and His ministry 
(7:37,38; 8:12,31-32,58). What were the reac- 
tions of some of the more or less objective ob- 
servers (7:12,25-27,31,40-41,46)? Upon what 
were their observations based (7:15,31,46) ? Study 
the Pharisees. In their actions of 7:32,45-47 is 


there any sign that they were open to the evi- 


dences of Jesus’ Messiahship? How did they 
react to the reasonings of the soldiers and Nico- 
demus (7:47-49,51-52)? Would you say, then, 
that back of their refusal to believe in Christ 
in 8:13-20 was a hardness of heart that kept 
them from even considering the evidence? What 
does Jesus set forth as the one way of finding 


the meaning of life (8:12)? Is there anything 


in your life that has kept you from examining 
the evidence and thus finding the “light of 
life’ (v.12) ? 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR APRIL 29 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Church Reaches Out 


Background Scripture: Acts 8:4-40 
Devotional Reading: Luke 10:1-9 


Jesus had given the Church her ‘Marching Orders”; ‘Go ye into all the world and preach 
the Gospel to every creature”; “Ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” The apostles seemed slow in 


carrying out this command. It was the “Whip of persecution, 


as Dr. Johnson used to call it, that 


was used to scatter the believers and make them take the good news to the surrounding country. 


Persecution is a grievous thing but God makes 
the wrath of man to praise Him, and persecution 
helped to spread the gospel. Sometimes when 
you try to fight fire you only scatter it further. 
In driving the Christians from Jerusalem the 
Gospel was carried out into all the neighboring 
countries. Even then, it was not the apostles 
who went out. We read in verse three of this 
chapter, “Therefore they that were scattered 
abroad went everywhere preaching the Word,” 
and in verse one, “And they were all scattered 
abroad .. . except the apostles.” So this first 
work of evangelism outside of the city of Jeru- 
salem was not done by the apostles, but by 
ordinary men and women, and by one of the 
newly-elected deacons, Philip, ““The Evangelist.” 


In our Devotional Reading from Luke we 
are told about the sending out of the Seventy. 
They would be received in some cities, and re- 
jected in others. “And into whatsoever city ye 
enter, and they receive you, eat such things as 
are set before you: and heal the sick that are 
therein.” In the first section of our lesson we 
have the account of what happened in a city 
which received Philip. 


I. Philip in the City of Samaria, (and Peter 
and John): 4-25. | 


Verse five makes a very simple statement: 
Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, 
and preached Christ unto them. This is the 
work of every true evangelist; to preach Christ. 
In the gospel of John, chapter 4, we have the 
account of Jesus and the woman of Samaria, 
at Sychar. He remained there two days, and 
many of the Samaritans believed on Him. These 
Samaritans were despised and hated by the Jews 
because they were a mixed race. They respond- 
ed more readily than many of the Jews to the 
preaching of the Gospel, and became a sort 
of connecting link between the Jews and the 
Gentiles. In His last command Jesus had in- 
cluded Samaria; Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, Ut- 
termost part of the earth. 
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The miracles performed by Philip made a 
deep impression on the Samaritans: The peo- 
ple with one accord gave heed unto those things 
which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the mir- 
acles which he did. They were used to the 
“tricks” of a certain sorcerer named Simon, but 
soon saw that these miracles showed a power 
far greater and entirely different from the tricks 
of Simon. Unclean spirits came out of many, and 
others taken with palsies and that were lame, 
were healed. “And there was great joy in that 
city.” 


May I stop a bit on this verse. Cities are 
notorious both for sin and for sorrow; for sin 
always brings sorrow. A city can be turned into 
a happy place when people accept the Gospel. 
If you can have a real revival in a city you 
can have great joy, too. This is just as true 
today as it was in Philip’s day. I believe that 
Dr. Billy Graham is planning a city-wide cam- 
paign for New York. If the millions in that city 
respond, and there is a mighty work of God 
in the hearts and lives of the people of that 
great city, there will be a time of rejoicing in 
New York never experienced before. ‘The same 
thing can happen in that city that took place 
when Philip preached Christ in Samaria. 


Simon, who had bewitched the people of 
Samaria with his sorceries, became interested, 
believed, and was baptized, and continued with 
Philip, being amazed at the miracles which he 
performed. Being a “wonder-worker” himself, 
this was the part which struck him most forcibly. 
As we see later, his was not a genuine comver- 
sion, but he attached himself to Philip because 
he was a superior worker of wonders and signs. 


When the apostles heard that Samaria had 
received the word of God, they sent unto them 
Peter and John, who, when they were come 
down, prayed for them that they might receive 
the Holy Spirit. And when Simon saw that 
through laying on of the apostles’ hands the 
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Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money. 
This is the origin of the term “simony” which 
has plagued the church since that day. Neither 
God's gifts, or His salvation, can be purchased 
with money. Salvation is the Gift of God. I am 
afraid that more people than Simon have made 
the same mistake he made, not in exactly the 
same way. | 


Notice what Peter said to him, For thy heart 
is not right in the sight of God. Repent there- 
fore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if 
perhaps the thought of thine heart may be for- 
given thee. Then Simon asked Peter to pray 
for him, that none of the things which ye 
have spoken come upon me. (From this it 
would seem that Peter had warned him of the 
dire consequences of such a sin). We all hope 
that Simon became a real believer. Dr. Bore- 
ham, in one of his books says that ‘a man may 
go a long way and not get there.’”’ Simon had 
gone “‘a long wav.” Jt is said that he “‘believed”; 
he was baptized and received into the church. 
His motive seemed to be wrong from the be- 
ginning. Sometimes people today have a wrong 
motive, and are deceived as to the meaning of 
salvation. I have heard of some who “joined 
the church” because it was the popular thing to 
do, or because it would be good for their busi- 
ness, or advance their prospects in some way, 
either socially or politically. “Let a man exam- 
ine himself” is a good verse to remember, not 
only at the Communion, but when we unite 
with the church. It is possible for a man to 
become a preacher through false motives, or 
thoughtlessly. Some have said that they were 
not really converted until years after they be- 
gan to preach. This is a good place and a good 
time for all of us to let the Holy Spirit search 
our hearts. Are we preaching because we love 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the souls of lost 
men: 


Peter and John returned to Jerusalem, and as 
they returned, preached the Gospel in many 
villages of the Samaritans. 


Il. Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch: 26-40. 


I suppose that the message of the angel of 
the Lord seemed very strange to Philip. He 
was doing a magnificent piece of work in 
Samaria. Now the angel said to him, Arise, and 
go toward the south . . . which is desert. He 
was to leave a city full of people and go into 
a desert. But Philip obeyed. Some translator 
put it this way; The angel said, Get up and 
go, and Philip got up and went. It is a wise 
thing to obey the voice from on high. Philip 
did not even ask, Why? 

A man of Ethiopia—a eunuch of great au- 
thority—was returning home from a trip to 
Jerusalem where he had been to worship. No 
doubt he. had heard of the “strange things” 
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which had recently taken place in that city. 
He had gotten a copy of the prophecy of Isaiah, 
and was reading from the 53rd chapter, the 
great Messianic chapter. Philip is commanded 
to “join himself to the chariot.” Sometimes in 
our day we have those who “thumb a ride” 
with a preacher, and we can, if we are wise 
enough, use the opportunity to “speak a word 
for Christ.” Philip asked him if he under- 
stood what he was reading. How can I, he 
replied, except some one guide me. Philip pro- 
ceeded to guide him and preach Christ to him. 
You can start anywhere in the Bible and guide 
men to the Savior, for all the Bible is centered 
in Him, and leads in one way or another to 
Him. Just as in the Roman Empire, “all roads 
led to Rome,” so all parts of the Scripture point 
to Him. Isaiah 53 is a fine place to start and 
preach Christ as the Redeemer of the world. 


As Philip opened up the Scriptures and point- 
ed him to Christ the eunuch believed, and when 
they came to a certain water, no doubt a small 
stream beside the road, the eunuch suggested that 
he be baptized. He had made his “Confession 
of Faith,” and IT am sure that Philip had ‘Evan- 
gelistic powers” to baptize him and receive him 
into the church. The chariot is commanded 
to stand still, and they went down both into 
the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and 
he baptized him. To my own mind the scene 
is simple and clear. They both stepped into 
the edge of the stream, easily removing their 
sandals, and Philip scooped up some water in 
his hand and sprinkled, or poured it, upon the 
eunuch’s head. That is certainly the most 
natural way for it to be done. I believe that 
any ‘“‘washing with water, in the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, constitutes true 
baptism. A handful of water is just as good a 
svmbol as a river full. 


Philip had now finished his special mission. 
One man had been converted. He was a man 
of tremendous influence, both with the Queen, 
and with others, and we can easily imagine the 
outcome as he went back to his own country, 
a new man, to tell his own personal story, and 
to spread the good news among his people. The 
Ethiopian was a happy man as he went his 
way, and Philip, too. He was a true “evange- 
list”: Am I? Are you? 


The Moody Bible Story Book 


NOW SELLING AT $3.95 
Large, clear, easy-to-read type 
639 pages (6x9 inches) 
164 two-color illustrations 
Over 400 stories in short chapters 
Attractive full-color jacket 
ORDER FROM 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURN 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR APRIL 29 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


I?s Portable 


Hymn: “I Am Thine, O Lord, I Have Heard 
Thy Voice” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Matthew 5:13-16 

Hymn: “Take My Life And Let It Be 
Consecrated”’ 

Offering | 

Hymn: “Jesus, Wherever Thy People Meet” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


How many people does it take to make a 
church? Last week we said that the church is 
the body of Christ, the total number of people 
on earth who believe in Christ as their Savior 
and Lord. That is the universal church, but 
we speak of churches in particular. We call our 
local congregation a church, and there are many 
other congregations which make up the body 
of Christ. How many people does it take to 
make a church in this more limited sense? It 
would be difficult to establish any minimum 
number. There are 396 churches in our denom- 
ination with less than 25 members, but they 
are still churches. Wherever there is the Head 
and the body, there is a church . . . wherever 
Christ is and His people are, there is a church. 


The Bible tells us that our bodies are tem- 
ples of the Holy Spirit and that Christ lives in 
us. If we are believers, the Head of the church 
is in us and we are members of His body. There 
is an. important sense in which every believer 
is a church by himself. We find it more helpful 
and more efficient to worship and serve to- 
gether in groups and congregations when pos- 
sible, but the basic requirements for a church 
is the presence of Christ and some who believe 
‘We, together with Christ, are the church. 
It makes little difference how many or how 
few there are of us. Our speakers will hel 
us to see the ways we can strengthen the chur 


that is in us. 


First SPEAKER: 
Sometimes we speak of “church” as the serv- 


ices of worship conducted in the church build- 


ing. There is a sense in which this is true, but 
it would be more proper to speak of the services 
as “the church worshipping.” The church does 
not cease to exist when the worship service is 
completed. The body of Christ exists all the 
time, not just during the time when the -con- 
gregation.is assembled for. worship. 
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It is altogether fitting that we approach the 
worship services in a spirit of reverence, but 
we must not think we have discharged our 
obligation to the church when we have done 
this. Some people speak of “church manners” 
or “Sunday manners” as though there were times 
when these manners should be practiced and 
still other times when it does not matter. If 
the church exists all the time, and if we are 
part of it, then our everyday manners should 
be “church manners.” If we could remember 
that Christ, the Head of the church, is with us 
continually, and that we are members of His 
body all the time, would it not make a great 
deal of difference in our daily conduct? (Ask 
the young people to suggest some of the changes 
that would be made in the behaviour of church 
people, if we could have the consciousness of 
being a part of the church all the time.) 


SECOND SPEAKER: 


If it is true that we are a part of the church 
all the time, then it is also true that we take 
the church with us wherever we go. This is 
what is meant by saying that the church is 
portable. Since it is portable, where do we take 
it? What is even more important, why do we 
take the church where we do take it? There 
are some places where Christians go and some 
things they do which are terribly inconsistent 
with the church in them. What place has the 
church in a gambling den or in an establish- 
ment of hioky amusement? The church can 
hardly do its work of witnessing to Christ in 
such surroundings. We would not think of hav- 
ing our youth meetings in such places, so why 
take the church that is in you where its work 
cannot be done? 


We are not only responsible for keeping the 
church out of wrong places but for taking it 
to the right places. We are failing Christ, our 
Head, if we do not take His church where it 
is needed. There are many people who are long- 
ing for spiritual help, instruction, encourage- 
ment, comfort, and friendliness. The church 
can meet their needs, but many of them are 
not willing to come to the church for help. It 
is our responsibility to take the church to them. 
We cannot take the whole congregation, but 
we can take the church that is in us. (Ask for 
specific suggestions of things the young people 
can do to take’ the church to those in heed.). 
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‘THIRD SPEAKER: 

We have to admit that there are many places 
where the church is desperately needed, but 
where we cannot take it. The church with its 
message of salvation is needed in all the dark 
places of the earth, but we cannot go every- 
where. What can we do? We can send some- 
one as our representative. An organized denom- 
ination makes this possible. Our Board of World 
Missions, for instance, commissions and trains 
able servants to go to foreign lands with the 
message of the church. In this way the church 
can be carried to those who need it. The Mis- 
sion Board, however, must depend on the mem- 
bers of the church to provide the means neces- 
sary to train, send, and support our missionary 
representatives. Through our gifts we are able 
to send the church where we cannot take it 
ourselves. Our money is a part of us, so when 
we give it for the work of the church in the 
world, we are actually sending the church to 
those who need it. The church is indeed port- 
able. 


j 
Dork: 


Atlanta, Georgia 


The Board of Women's Work of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., today announced the elec- 
tion of Mrs. A. R. Craig, of Rutherfordton, 
N. C., as the chairman-elect of the Board. 
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Mrs. Craig will succeed Miss Louise A. David- 
son of Bethesda, Md., upon the expiration of 
her term on the Board at the close of the June 
meeting of the General Assembly of the denom- 
ination. 


Also named to lead the work of more than 
325,000 Presbyterian women in 17 Southern 
states, are Vice Chairman Mrs. Walter N. Tru- 
lock, Jr., of Sherrill, Ark., and Secretary Mrs. 
H. B. Whitaker of Petersburg, Tenn. Mrs. Tru- 
lock was re-elected to the vice chairmanship. 
Mrs. Whitaker succeeds Mrs. Paul K. Buckles 
of Newport News, Va. 


This announcement marks the first time that 
the Board has not withheld formal release of 
names of its officers until they can be presented 
to the annual summer Women’s Training School 
in Montreat, N. C. 


The chairman elect is the wife of the Rev. 
A. R. Craig, pastor of the Rutherfordton Pres- 
byterian Church. She is a graduate of Assem- 
bly’s Training School of Richmond, Va., and 
with her husband served 13 years as a missionary 
to China. Mrs. Craig is the former Mary Alberta 
Bellingrath of Atlanta, a daughter of an elder 
in Decatur Presbyterian Church, and sister of 
Dr. G. C. Bellingrath, dean of Presbyterian Col- 
lege, Clinton, S. C. 


Mrs. Craig has been a member of the Board 
of Women’s Work since 1950, when she was 
named by the General Assembly to fill a two- 
vear term. She was re-elected to the Board in 
1952, for a three-year term. 


To The Women of the Church 


Dear Friends: Mine is the happy privilege of 
sending to you an expression of our gratitude 
for your purpose to designate a part of the 1956 
Birthday Gift for Ybor City Presbyterian Com- 
munity Center, Tampa, Florida. 


For the past decade America has been on 
the move as never before. Perhaps no such 
peaceful movement of population has ever taken 
place in any nation on earth. Generally speak- 
ing, the direction of movement on the national 
level has been toward the South and the West, 
and, from rural areas toward urban centers. 
But an equally noticeable movement of families 
has been from older, crowded areas of our cities 
out to newer and more comfortable home sec- 
tions. 


Now it is this last type of movement which 
necessitates a change in the location of our Ybor 
City Mission. This is a bi-lingual church and 
mission in a community of about 30,000 Latins, 
of whom only 20% are identified with any 
church. The community itself is shifting, so 
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that the por our mission seeks to serve are 
now too far away from its present location. The 
week-day program involves Kindergarten, Boy 
Scouts, Brownies, various playground activities 
and pastoral counselling. Manifestly, this sort 
of program must be carried on near where the 
people live. Nor is it less important that the 
Sabbath services be near the homes of those who 
attend. 


What I have indicated above is the reason 
why a new site has been purchased for the Ybor 
City Mission. The present facilities will not 
be abandoned, but new buildings must be erect- 
ed at the new location. This project has so 
appealed to the leaders of our Women’s Work 
that it is to be an object for the 1956 Birthday 
Gift. One cannot put into words the joy and 
encouragement this decision has brought to Rev. 
Walter B. Passiglia, Director, the staff who as- 
sist him, and the Board of this Mission in 
Tampa. What is now proposed by the Women 
of the Assembly will guarantee the enlarged use- 
fulness of a wonderful center of Christian in- 
fluence. 


Since the Board of Church Extension has a 
peculiar responsibility for the Ybor City Mission, 
I wish to say that this choice by the women has 
our full and enthusiastic approval. We believe 
that the use to which this Birthday Gift is put 
will be a constructive one, and that it will be 
a matter for pride on the part of every person 
who contributes. In fact, this gift will surely 
build another lasting and useful monument to 
the vision of those pioneers who first conceived 
the idea of making an annual Birthday Gift. 
Therefore, we hope for it to be the largest one 
on record. To that end, and in appreciation of 
all that has been done by your gifts in the past, 
we wish the Women of the Church a very, very 
Happy Birthday in 1956. 


Sincerely your friend, 


Patrick D. Miller 
Executive Secretary 
Board of Church Extension 


An Exciting Forecast 


Should one ask almost any pastor or Director 
of Christian Education in our Assembly this 
question, What is your most crucial need? the 
answer would be Trained leadership. With ade- 
quate leadership we could strengthen and ex- 
pand our program. We could assume our share 
in the responsibility for the Christian nurture 
of the children and youth of our church fami- 
lies and also reach out to unchurched families 
of our community. 


With the large increase in the number of 
children in our church schools and among the 
unreached in our Southland, the responsibility 
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resting on our churches today is tremendous. 
The hour is truly a crucial one. In order to 
meet the challenge of the millions for whom 
we share a responsibility, we must greatly en- 
large our forces of trained, devoted teachers in 
our church schools. 


The question before us is this: How can we 
more rapidly and most effectively train leaders 
to meet the challenge of this hour? 


The answer, based on results through years 
of experience, is the laboratory school. The 
laboratory method is recognized as the most 
rapid and effective way of training teachers for 
work with children’s groups in the Sunday 
church school. Highly skilled teachers work with 


a group of children in a church school setting 


while student teachers from local churches ob- 
serve how to guide children through various 
procedures and methods. The student teachers 
participate in planning conferences held in 
advance of each session with the children. They 
get new insights into understanding children and 
their needs and how materials are used most 
effectively in meeting these needs. They return 
to their churches ready and eager to improve 
their work with children. 


The projected program will begin operating 
with six lab schools in the summer of 1956. 
This will mean the immediate training of some 
500 additional leaders this year. Two or three 
additional schools will be opened each year un- 
til twelve or more permanent schools are estab- 
lished. Thus, at the end of five years it is pos- 
sible to reach approximately 4,500 leaders. This 
will add up to some 9,000 or 10,000 leaders hav- 
ing received laboratory training of the highest 
order by the end of the tenth year. Then, with 
the prospect that synods will maintain and ex- 
pand this laboratory program, the results of the 
Birthday Offering will be stupendous and con- 
tinuous. 


Exciting forecast? Yes, and an entirely pos- 
sible one. Does it not convincingly say to us 
that laboratory schools may prove to be one of 
the best investments of your birthday dollar in 
more effectively teaching religion now in this 
most significant hour of our world! 


Sallie M. Thrower 
Associate, Department of Children’s Work, 
Board of Christian Education. 


I See Both Sides 


The Women’s Birthday Objective this year 
has a very special significance for me for two 
big reasons: First of all, seventy-five thousand 
dollars will be set aside for promoting Area 
Laboratory Schools in strategic areas through- 
out our Assembly. To some people an Area 
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Laboratory School may mean nothing more 
than a financial objective to which we have been 
asked to contribute. As a Director of Christian 
Education, I look upon this objective as a very 
vital tool for the training of the teachers and 
leaders in our church schools. We in the church 
are completely dependent upon the help of vol- 
unteer leaders to nourish our children in 
Christian growth. To my mind, it is unfair of 
the church to ask a leader to become a part of 
the teaching program of the church without 
offering some training for the job. All too often, 
however, a teacher is given a place of leader- 
ship and has to learn about her task through 
trial and error. If the church is to offer an 
effective teaching program, the leadership must 
be given ample opportunity for training. The 
financial help of the Women’s Birthday gift this 
year will make it possible for the Board of 
Christian Education to set up, over a period of 
ten years, ten to twelve Laboratory Schools for 
leadership training. These schools will be held 
in different locations throughout our Assembly, 
within reach of the leaders in every local church. 


As a D.C.E., I find it impossible to have ade- 
quate training courses for my leaders on a local 
church level. I depend heavily on city-wide 
leadership schools, Presbytery schools, and, up 
until this year, on sending as many of my leaders 
as possible, to the Montreat leadership school. 
The Birthday Objective will provide for our 
area a leadership school in Clinton, South Caro- 
lina. We can send some of our teachers to this 
school at less cost than in previous years because 
of the shorter distance involved in travel. 


The teachers in our church school need and 
want good leadership training. A school set up 
in our area will do for us what we cannot do 
for ourselves. I’m grateful to the Women of 
the Church for seeing the need for this leader- 
ship development program and for the financial 
support which will make it a reality. 


Secondly, the 1956 Women’s Birthday Objec- 
tive has special significance for me because part 
of the gift will be given to build a church for 
the Latin people in my home town, Tampa, 
Florida. 


Many of us know of the work being done 
at the Ybor City Presbyterian Church by the 
Rev. and Mrs. W. B. Passiglia. They have min- 
istered to the Spanish, Italian, and Cuban peo- 
ple in Ybor City for over twenty-five years. Re- 
cently, many of the younger family groups have 
moved from Ybor City into another Latin colony 
in West Tampa. There is no Protestant church 
in this community. The members of the Ybor 
City Church feel a strong obligation to carry 
the ministry of the Presbyterian Church into this 
new Latin quarter in order that the Protestant 
Church might have a stronghold in a predomi- 
nantly Roman Catholic community. 
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It was through the Ybor City Presbyterian 
Church that I first learned of Jesus Christ and 


of His message of salvation. I was reared into 


Christian maturity by all those leaders in the 
church who invested their time and talent to 
mold my Christian character. Beyond that, the 
ministry of the Presbyterian Church completely 
changed the pattern of my family living. Be- 
cause the Southern Presbyterian Church cared 
enough about the Latin people in Ybor City, 
my family had the opportunity of becoming 
Christians and I would not have missed being 
a Christian for anything! 


The 1956 Birthday gift will make it possible 
for a church to be established in the community 
which is rapidly becoming the new Latin colony 
in Tampa, Florida. These families, like my own, 
must also be won to Christ. 


Neva Delgado 
Director Christian Education, 
First Presbyterian Church, Columbus, Ga. 


The Peregrinations of a $5.00 Gift 


Circle member earned $5.00, baby-sitting. 


Planned to buy an Easter bonnet. Changed 
her mind (she would!) and decided to con- 
tribute it through her circle to Foreign Missions. 


Circle treasurer tagged it “F.M.” and sent it 
to the church treasurer. 


Church treasurer included it with other 
amounts to Mr. Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer of 
the World Board of Missions, Nashville, Tenn. 


Mr. Hearn included it in monthly allotment 
to a Mission Station in the Congo. 


Station treasurer paid part of missionary’s 
meager monthly salary with it. 


Missionary contributed it to the $600.00 gift 
being made by Luebo Presbytery to Stillman 
College, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 


College treasurer gave it to student who sore- 
ly needed it. 


Envotu 


Circle member wore old bonnet to Easter 
service. 


Student in Tuscaloosa bought a pair of shoes. 
W.CS. 


CHURCH PAPER WEEK 
April 22 - 28 


Write for Free Sample Copies 
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News 


A Drive-In Church 
Sarasota, Florida 


The cornerstone laying for the first drive-in 
church in America was held here March 18, with 
the Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., Dr. J. McDowell 
Richards, bringing the chief address. 


Whitfield Estates Presbyterian Church, on 
Tamiami Trail just outside Sarasota, is the 
first church specifically organized as a drive-in 
church, and the first in the world to erect a 
building that is specifically designed to serve 
both as a normal sanctuary for “indoor” audi- 
ences, and as a drive-in church. Dr. B. L. Bowman 
is the pastor of the unique church. 


Taking part in the cornerstone laying service 
were other officials of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., and pastors from nearby churches. A choir 
of more than 100 voices, made up of singers 
from neighboring Presbyterian Churches, pro- 
vided special music and led the singing for some 
1300 people attending. A reception in the par- 
tially completed building followed the service. 


Members of the church’s building committee 
and finance committee did the actual placing of 
the cornerstone. 


The unique building has its sanctuary on the 
second floor, divided into two wings, with the 
pulpit and choir area in the center, facing the 


cars at some 400 speakers. The building is 
shaped like a shallow, flat-bottomed “V,” so 
that the indoor congregation, some 250 in each 
wing, will be to right and left of the speaker, 
and the drive-in congregation in front of him. 
Glass will front the entire center section of the 
auditorium so that choir and minister will be 
visible to the 1200 to 1500 who can attend in 
cars. The building was designed by Bail-Horton 
Associates of Bradenton, Fla. Mr. Horton is a 
member of the new church. 


The lower floor of the building has a large 
assembly hall, kitchen, Sunday School rooms, 
offices, and rest rooms. The building has an- 
other unusual feature in its ramp, and in plans 
for an elevator, which will enable crippled or 
wheel-chair worshipers to attend indoors in the 
air-conditioned sanctuary if they wish. Final 
cost of the building is estimated at over $125,000, 
not including some $15,000 worth of electronic 
equipment which is largely already purchased 
and in use. 


One of the chief purposes of the drive-in 
church is its unusual service to the ee 
and infirm. Any service at the church ws 
many elderly persons, and some paralyzed or 
infirm persons who otherwise could not attend 
services. 


Whitfield Estates Church was organized in 
December, 1952. It now has over 330 members, 
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and an average winter congregation of 1200. 
The church used a drive-in theater for several 
months at first, until a plot could be purchased 
and a temporary choir and pulpit building 
erected. The temporary building is two-story, 
frame, with glass front on the second floor 
where choir and minister are housed. The elec- 
tronics equipment is housed in the ground floor 
of the temporary structure. 


Report From the 
Missionary Fields 


Nashville, Tennessee — New Arrivals: 


News of the birth of two missionary children 
has been received by the Board of World Mis- 


sions here. 


On February 26, in Campinas, a daughter 
was born to the Rev. and Mrs. John Grimes 
of the Paracutu, West Brazil, mission station. 
The new arrival is named Rebecca Darden. 


Mr. Grimes is a native of Nashville and a 
graduate of Vanderbilt University and Louisville 
Theological Seminary. Mrs. Grimes is_ the 
former Miss Margaret Brearley of Nashville, 
and received her education at Vanderbilt and 
Peabody Teachers College. She is a member of 
West Nashville Presbyterian Church, where Mr. 
Grimes served as pastor prior to going to the 
field. The Grimes have one other child, a 
daughter age 314. 


The second new “missionary” is the new son, 
Daniel Warren, of the Rev. and Mrs. Lyle W. 
Peterson, missionaries in Kochi, Japan. Daniel 
was born on March 6 in Japan. His father is a 
graduate of Wheaton College and Columbia 
Theological Seminary, and is a member of 
Meridian Presbytery. Mrs. Peterson, the former 
Miss Catherine Campbell McLauchlin, the 
daughter of veteran China Missionaries, is also 
a graduate of Wheaton, and studied at Assem- 
bly’s Training School. Her church membership 
is in the Presbyterian Church of Picayune, Miss. 

The Petersons have three other children. 


Furlough News 


Four missionaries from the Belgium Congo 
have just reached the United States to begin 
their furloughs. 


The first of these to reach this country was 
Miss Mary B. Crawford, from Luluabourg, who 
arrived March 19. Miss Crawford, a native of 
Lewisburg, W. Va., received her education at 
Texas Christian University, Fort Worth, Texas, 
and the Assembly’s Training School in Rich- 
mond, Va. She is a member of the Old Stone 
Presbyterian Church of Lewisburg. Miss Craw- 
ford has been engaged in evangelistic work in 
the Congo since 1938. 


PAGE 14 


_ three Stixruds: 


Coming home to furlough and then retire- 
ment are the Rev. and Mrs. Frank McElroy, 
Sr., at the end of 41 and 39 years, respectively, 
of service in the Congo. Mr. McElroy suffered 
two severe heart attacks in December, 1955, and 
has just now recovered sufficiently to make the 
long journey. They are to be in Mission Court, 
Richmond, Va. 


Accompanying the McElroys, to assist them 
in their journey is Mrs. L. A. McCutchen, 
wife of the Rev. Mr. McCutchen of Bibanga 
station. She is the former Miss Margaret Louise 
Stixrud. Mrs. McElroy is the former Mrs. T. 
T. Stixrud, mother of Mrs. McCutchen. Dr. 
Stixrud, a medical missionary, and the first Mrs. 
McElroy both died some years ago. 


These two pioneer missionary families have 
served, in the first generation, a total of 80 years 
in the Congo; they leave in Africa, upon re- 
turning to the States, five children who are car- 
rying on as missionaries, two McElroys, and 
the Rev. Frank McElroy, Jr., 
Miss Lucille McElroy, Mr. Thomas P. Stixrud, 
Mr. T. W. Stixrud, and Mrs. McCutchen. 


The McElroy-McCutchen party were sched- 
uled to reach the States April 16. It will be 
the beginning of a regular furlough for the Rev. 
and Mrs. L. A. McCutchen, who will also make 
their home at Mission Court, Richmond. Mrs. 
McCutchen is a graduate of Agnes Scott College, 
Emory University, and St. Luke’s Hospital and 
Lindenwood College. She is a member of the 
First Presbyterian Church of St. Charles, Mo. 
Mr. McCutchen is a graduate of Howard Col- 
lege and Columbia Theological Seminary. He 
is a member of St. Louis Presbytery. wey have 
two children. 


Due to unavoidable circumstances, 


Samuel Jasper Patterson, Jr., will be unable 
to attend the Student Mission Conference at 
Union Theological Seminary at Richmond Va., 
on April 27 as a guest speaker. However, the 
Student Mission Inquiry has now secured the 
leadership of Dr. James Edwin Bear, Jr. 


Dr. Bear, the son of missionaries to China, 
is a former missionary to that country. He is 
a graduate of Fredericksburg College, Virginia, 
and of Union Theological Seminary, Virginia. 
He also completed graduate work at Washing- 
ton and Lee University, the University of Edin- 
burgh, Princeton University and the University 
of Basle in Switzerland. He has been a professor 
at Union Theological Seminary, Virginia, since 
1932. At the present Dr. Bear is professor of 
Missions. 
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Birmingham, Alabama 


Vine Street Presbyterian Church in Birming- 
ham has broken ground for the construction 
of a new building, marking another era of 
growth in the more than 500-member church. 
Taking part in the ground-breaking ceremony 
were Contractor Todd Robbins; Building Chair- 
man E. T. Chamblee; Architect Wilmot C. 
Douglas, and the pastor, the Rev. Glenn M. 
Willard. 


Louisville, Kentucky 


Frank Adams Taylor, former official of the 
United States Department of Agriculture, and 
at one time, a professional athlete, a tobacco 
inspector, a real estate developer, and an in- 
surance salesman, will graduate from Louisville 
Presbyterian Seminary in May and begin a ca- 
reer as a Presbyterian minister. Mr. Taylor, 
now 50, retired six years ago. According to the 
former federal official, the pastorate is his true 
calling and offers a greater challenge than any 
previous job. “All that has gone before has 
been preparation for the ministry,” says Mr. 
Taylor. 


“There was nothing dramatic about my de- 
cision. I didn’t have a vision like the Apostle 
Paul did on the road to Damascus. It was a 
culmination of things that prompted my de- 
cision. I grew up in a Christian atmosphere. 
My parents helped establish a mission near 
Houston, Texas. I was on the debating team in 
high school and college and I’ve never had dif- 
ficulty in talking. 


“I’ve got the best product in the world and 
plenty of selling experience. People are hungry 
for something to live by. If the church doesn’t 
provide their needs they will turn to some other 
philosophy,” said Mr. Taylor in an interview 
with Louisville Courier-Journal reporter Ed 
Moss. 


Mr. Taylor was born in Memphis and spent 
his boyhood in Warren County, Kentucky. He 
graduated from Ogden Preparatory School and 
entered in Ogden College at Bowling Green in 
1923. In 1925 he went to Birmingham-Southern 
College in Birmingham where he played on the 
football team for three years. He received the 
A. B. degree at Western Kentucky State College 
in 1931. 


After graduation from college, Mr. Taylor 
played professional baseball with the Sanford, 
Fla., team. Then he joined the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and was affiliated with that 
agency for almost twenty years. He began as a 
tobacco inspector and later became management 
officer for nine Southeastern states and Puerto 
Rico. 


After retirement from his position with the 
government, Mr. Taylor went to Florida and 
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developed real estate and helped form an in- 
surance company there. 


While studying at Louisville Seminary, Mr. 
Taylor served as student supply pastor at Pres- 
byterian churches in Sharpsburg and Owings- 
ville, Ky., filling the pulpits at these places 
until last July. He is now pastor of Bethany 
Presbyterian Church at Whiteland, Indiana, at- 
tends school three days a week in Louisville and 
works at the church the remainder of the week. 


Mr. Taylor met and married Miss Anna Baer 
of Shickshinny, Pa., when he was in Washing- 
ton, and the couple have one son, James, now 
in the Marines at Camp Pendleton, California. 


Alexandria, Louisiana 


Spring rallies of Men of the Church in the three 
Louisiana Presbyteries broke all records for at- 
tendance and interest. Approximately 667 men 
registered for the Red River, Louisiana and 
New Orleans meetings. 


Dr. J. McDowell Richards, Atlanta, Ga., mod- 
erator of the General Assembly, was the prin- 
cipal speaker at Camp Alabama in Red River 
Presbytery. Rev. George Ricks, regional director, 
talked about the Synod men’s conference and 
convocation of ministers, elders and deacons to 
be held June 1, 2 and 3 at Silliman. 


At the Louisiana rally at the First Church, 
Alexandria, Dr. John Anderson, pastor of the 
First Church, Dallas, and Dr. S. J. Patterson, 
Jr., Richmond, Va., secretary of men’s work, 
were the speakers. Dr. Patterson also spoke at 
the New Orleans rally at the St. Charles Avenue 
Church. Ralph Brewer, Synod president, 
Louisiana convention chairman and convention 
publicity chairman, also spoke at all three rallies. 


Davidson, North Carolina 


Twenty-four high school seniors from ten 
states were awarded competitive scholarships 
from Davidson College on March 22. Of the 
twenty-four scholarships for 1956, eleven of them 
are George F. Baker scholars and will receive 
up to $5,000 each for four years of college. 


The winners were from 260 applicants from 
all over the South and East. 


Twenty-three students at Davidson are now 
enrolled as Baker scholars. The George F. Baker 
scholarships started at Davidson in 1948 when 
the George F. Baker trust named six institutions 
in the nation to administer them. The eleven 
new winners of this scholarship are: Joseph Bell, 
Norfolk, Va.; Treadwell Davis, Atlanta, Ga.; 
Leland Edmunds, Newport News, Va.; Robert 
Livingston, Sebring, Fla.; Brent Martin, Louis- 
ville, Ky.; and James Owens, Myrtle Beach, S.C.; 
Lamar Riggs, Little Rock, Ark.; David Robin- 
son, Jr., Columbia, S. C.; Herbert Spivey, Mt. 
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Gilead, N. C.; John Strange, Decatur, Ga.; and 


Dabney Stuart, Richmond, Va. 


Winners of other scholarships, worth up to 
$2500, are as follows: 


Union Carbide and Carbon Co. scholarships: 
Peter Kellogg, Winston-Salem, N. C., and Larry 
Meyer of St. Petersburg, Fla. 


Proctor and Gamble Co. scholarship: Scott 
Pyron of Taylors, S. C. 


William A. Merchant memorial scholarship: 
Perrin Wright of Lynchburg, Va. 


Curtis B. Johnson scholarships: Mike Gulus 
of Clarksburg, W. Va., and Dan McAlister of 
Maplewood, N. J. : 


The C. R. Hardin scholarship: Thad Long, 
Dothan, Ala. 


Davidson College Honor Scholarships: Car- 
roll Grant, Chester, S. C.; Willard James, 
Brownsville, Tenn.; Robert Morrison, Jr., of Co- 
lumbia, S. C.; Rudolf Thunberg, Fayetteville, 
N. C.; Bruce Van Sant of Fort Lauderdale, Fla.; 
and Joseph Verreault of Valdese, N. C. 


Davidson, North Carolina 


Dan S. LaFar, Jr., of Gastonia, N. C., cur- 
rently serving as president of the junior class 
at Davidson College, has been elected president 
of the student body of his college. He will serve 
during the 1956-57 session. 


At the same time, James K. Batten of Hol- 
land, Va., was named editor of the Davidsonian, 
the student weekly newspaper. 


Elected earlier were Ross Smyth of Charlotte, 
N. C., first vice president of the student body; 
John Bernhardt, Lenoir, N. C., second vice presi- 
dent; and Tom Cutting of Fort Smith, Ark., 
secretary-treasurer. 


Statesville, North Carolina 


A campaign to raise an endowment of at least 
$500,000 for the continuance of Mitchell Col- 
lege in Statesville, was launched here April 2 
by North Carolina’s Governor Luther Hodges. 
Several hundred people attended the com- 
munity-wide banquet and heard the governor 
speak on “The Opportunities Which Continua- 
tion of the College Here Would Afford the 
Entire Community.” 


At a meeting here September 20, 1955, Con- 
cord Presbytery which now operates the coll 
authorized organization of Mitchell College 
Foundation and said it must raise $350,000 by 
May, 1958, or face “liquidation or whatever dis- 
position” the presbytery may wish to carry out. 


The institution has been in operation for 100 
years. 
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Charlotte, North Carolina — Queens College— 


Paul Martin, Canadian minister of national 
health and welfare, will deliver the Queens Col- 
lege commencement address in Belk Chapel on 
May 28. He has been in public and govern- 
mental service since 1935 when he was elected to 
the House of Commons for the federal riding 
of Essex East in Western Ontario. He assumed 
his present duties in 1946. 


The commencement speaker has represented 
his country at United Nations sessions in Lon- 
don and New York. He assumed his first cab- 
inet post as secretary of state in 1945. Since 
his appointment as minister of health and wel- 
fare, two notable events in his department have 
been the inauguration of the National Health 
Program in 1948 and the development of the 
federal Old Age Security Program in 1951. Early 
in 1951, the federal responsibility of civil de- 
fense was transferred to his department. 


Dallas, Texas 


Dr. James McDowell Richards, president of 


Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Ga. 
and moderator of the General Assembly, brought 
the principal address at the dedicatory service 
of First Presbyterian Church’s expanded sanctu- 
ary here, on March 4. 


About $1 million investment has been put 
in the remodeled sanctuary and new Sunday 
School facilities of First Church. 


Completion of the Centennial Expansion Ser- 
vice was also marked by an Open House and a 
Thanksgiving Communion Service in the after- 
noon. 


Dr. Richards spoke on “Life's Supreme 
Reality.” 


Austin, Texas 


Ten Austin Seminary students and two pro- 
fessors left by automobile March 28 for an Easter 
trip to Mexico. The six-day trip of the mission- 
students was not an official seminary-sponsored 
trip, but was initiated and financed by the stu- 
dents themselves. 


The Rev. William I. Boand, instructor in Eng- 
lish Bible at Austin Seminary and the University 
of Texas, was in charge of the group. This is 
the fifth year that Austin Seminary students 
have made a mission-study trip to Mexico. 


Special guest on the tour was Dr. Ernest Best, 
visiting professor from Belfast, Ireland. Carlos 
Buck, a senior student whose home is in Mexico 
City, acted as guide and interpreter for the sem- 
inarians. 


The group visited San Luis Potosi’s Disciple 
Mission of the National Presbyterian Church, 
the Presbyterian missionaries and hospital at 
Morelia, the Presbyterian Bible School at To- 
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luca, the Dale Mission at Tamazunchole, the 


National Presbyterian Church offices, and talked 
with leaders of the National Evangelical Coun- 


cil, and with Presbyterian missionaries in Mex- 


ico City. 


Sunnyside Presbyterian Home 


The Board of Trustees and staff of Sunnyside 
Presbyterian Home ‘have sent out invitations 
to the various congregations in the Synod of 
Virginia to an “Open House,” to be held at the 
home which is located at Massanetta Springs. 
near Harrisonburg, Virginia, during the week 
of April 22-27. The daily hours are Sunday 
2 to 4:30 P. M.; and Monday to Friday 10 to 
11:30 A. M. and 2:30 to 5 P. M. 


This is in recognition of the completion of 
the building which has been partially occupied 
since October 18, 1955, when guests at Sunny- 
side Home located in Danville were moved to 
the new quarters. At the present time there are 
twenty-seven guests in the home and new guests 
will be admitted until all rooms are taken. The 
home is built to accommodate seventy, and is 
for both men and women, although all present 
guests are women. 


Mr. C. Grattan Price, Sr., is President of the 
Board of Trustees and the Reverend James S. 
Albertson, formerly pastor of the Bethesda Pres- 
byterian Church, Bethesda, Maryland, is Super- 
intendent and Treasurer. 


Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 


Dr. Joseph Clarke Robert became the 17th 
president of Hampden-Sydney College, Friday, 
March 23, before a crowd of educators, alumni, 
and students of the 180-year-old institution. 


Dr. Robert succeeds Dr. Edgar Graham Gam- 
mon who retired last year. 


In his inaugural address the new president 
praised the responsibilities of the faculty. “This 
is the ‘secret’ of a conspicuously successful past; 
this is the formula for the future—the people 
who teach . . . college objectives depend on the 
faculty.” “Our instruction should induce aware- 
ness of the inexorable statutes of the spirit, as 
well as of the physical and biological sciences. 
In sum total, these disciplines should lead to 
that flexibility of mind which indicates wisdom, 
to that inflexibility of spirit which means con- 
science,” declared Dr. Robert. 


Richmond, Virginia 


Two Presbyterian laymen, both from _ the 
Board of Christian Education here, have been 
chosen to deliver the principal addresses at 28 
rallies for Protestant Men of the U. S. Armed 
Forces in Europe. 
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Clinton Harris, secretary of the Division of 
Church Relations, and Dr. S. J. (Jap) Patter- 
son, secretary of the Division of Men’s Work, will 
fly from New York on April 12 to speak at 
14 major U. S. bases in France, Germany and 
England. Two rallies, with some 400 men at- 
tending each, will be held at each base. The 
Presbyterian leaders will return to America on 
May 6. 


The rallies have been planned by _ the 
USAREUR Protestant Men’s Council to begin 
April 15. They are designed to give Protestant 
Men in the Army a realistic appraisal of the 
spiritual and moral issues underlying the threat 
to the Free World. Lt. Col. Powell Fraser, 
former officer of the Assembly Men’s Council 
and leading layman in the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., is a key leader in the Protestant Men of 
the Chapel movement in the U. S. Armed 
Forces in Europe, and was instrumental in ar- 
ranging the rallies. 


“VOICES FROM HEAVEN AND HELL.” J. Mar- 
cellus Kik. Presbyterian and Reformed Pub- 
lishing Co. $2.00. 


There is a notable increase in preaching on 
Bible characters. Most people agree with Dr. 
Samuel Johnson that biographical studies con- 
stitute the most interesting part of all litera- 
ture. This upsurge of public interest in biog- 
raphy is crowding fiction very closely. 


Following this recent homiletical trend the 
author presents in his volume sixteen character 
studies. They were originally given in mono- 
logue form to his congregation in Montreal, 
Canada. Since that time he has used them in 
the U. S. in evangelistic services with great ef- 
fectiveness. He found that they made a strong 
appeal to children and young people. The author 
lets each of these sixteen characters speak to us 
today from either heaven or hell. They are 
still living voices. He maintains that the ex- 
perience of death does not change an individual. 
He says it is a popular misconception that those 
in hell would accept the Gospel if it were of- 
fered to them. Death does not change character 
as is so evident in the parable which our Lord 
gave concerning Lazarus. He writes, “Death 
does not change the human heart nor does the 
torment of hell. Therefore, the characters who 
speak from hell are kept ‘in character’.” 

While the author possesses a splendid Chris- 
tian imagination, he does not permit it to get 
out of bounds. When the characters utter his- 
torical statements, they have been taken from 
either sacred or secular history. They are not 
the product of the imagination but the result 
of research. 
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A fine piece of character analysis is devoted 
to Judas Iscariot under the caption “I SOLD 
THE LORD.” Following Judas’s suicide this 
voice comes back to us, “J awakened in hell. 
Escape? Escape? My conscience burns with a 
thousand-fold heat. All that goes through my 
mind is that I sold the Lord. I sold the Lord. 
I seem to hold in my hands thirty pieces of 
silver. They burn like hot lead in my hands. 
For the price of a slave I betrayed innocent 
blood - the blood of the Son of God and all 
because I misunderstood the nature of the king- 
dom. All because of my love of money. Surely 
it was a sin that anyone could commit. Why, 
oh why, must I be punished so severely?” 


Another voice that speaks from hell is that 
of Pontius Pilate. Accepting the tradition con- 
cerning Pilate’s banishment to Gaul, Dr. Kik 
has Pilate to say in hell, “My life in Gaul was 
unbearable. My wife did not help matters. She 
constantly reminded me that I had failed to 
heed the warning of her dream about that 
righteous man Jesus who was crucified in Judea. 
Finally I could not bear the torment of my 
life upon earth. I determined to commit suicide. 
Why bear torment on earth when death will 
remove it? Torment on earth? It is heaven 
in comparison with the eternal torment of hell. 
The guilt of a thousand sins sears my hands 
with red hot flames. Nothing will wash away 
that guilt! I wash and wash to no avail and 
the deepest stain of guilt - that which sears with 
great intensity - is the condemnation of the 
righteous man Jesus whom I know now to be 
the Son of God, the Judge of the earth.” 


Judged from the standpoint of both content 
and method of presentation this volume is of 
unusual value. Dr. Kik shows unmistakably in 
these monologues that the Bible is still the best 
handbook of the soul. Man must always be 
viewed within the context of eternal things, 
righteousness and conscience. These dramatic 
messages are in accord with the facts and are 


suggestive, stimulating, and full of interest. 


Anyone who will listen to these voices from 
heaven and hell will be repaid. J.R.R. 


“THE MAN Wuo Forcot.” Clarence E. 
Macartney. Abingdon Press. $2.00. 


It has been said that the average layman is 
a hero-worshipper and there is an element of 
truth in it. The biographical sermon makes 
a strong appeal to the average man of today. 
Dr. Macartney made this important homiletic 
discovery in his first pastorate and learned that 
the preacher can preach on Bible characters 
more naturally, fluently and practically than 
on any other subject. He has found that the 
re-telling of the stories of Bible characters and 
saints touch the many chords of human life. 
These twelve sermons of Dr. Macartney show 
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THE GOSPEL OF THE SPIRIT 
Samuel Eyles Pierce $1.50 


The agency of the Holy Spirit is the 
very life of Christianity. Few books 
on this subject compress so much into 
brief treatise as does this classic work 
written 150 years ago by the English 
divine whose writings on the subject 
have ever been of outstanding value. 
The first part of the work considers 
the Person and Office of the Holy 
Spirit; the second part presents the 
entire work of the Spirit upon the re- 
deemed, from their regeneration to 
their glorification both in body and in 
soul. | 


Order From 


THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, North Carolina 


God’s patience and loving dealings with men 
of all shades of character and in all the various 
situations of real life. They warm the heart of 
the hearer and encourage faithful living. Dr. 
Macartney believes that many of the lesser-known 
personalities of the Bible present many truths 
with great power, sometimes with more striking 
illustrations than the more familiar personal- 
ities. In this volume he deals with such char- 
acters as, ““The Chief Butler,” “Cyrus,” “Herod 
the Great,” “Simeon,” and other minor char- 
acters who teach major truths. 

It has been estimated that there are a total 
of 400 personages discussed in the Bible about 
whom a sermon could be _ preached. Dr. 
Macartney has preached on most of them and 
the material that he presents continues to be 
fresh and the truths emphasized will be remem- 
bered long. Messages of this kind will help any 
audience. —J.R.R. 


“A HisToRY OF PHILOSOPHICAL SYSTEMS.” 
Vergilius Ferm. Philosophical Library. $6.00. 


The emphasis of this volume is upon periods 
of thought and the broad characterizations of 
schools or systems. It is a co-operative work 
in which 41 professors of philosophy have writ- 
ten on their own specialty. The editor believes 
that no one historian can be expected to deal 
with the whole range of philosophical thought 
in full competence and therefore a co-operative 
volume of this type is justified. 
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By “systems” is meant not necessarily those 
types of thought which may be characterized 
as “Symphonic.” ‘Rather, by ‘systems’ is here 
meant the general trend of course of thought 
of a particular time, school or group of think- 
ers." “Fhe main purpose of this volume is to 
direct the reader to the main patterns of thought 
represented by thinkers of certain schools. The 
volume is direct and succinct in its over-all ex- 
position of the various currents of thought. 


This volume should be of special interest to 
students majoring in philosophy in colleges and 
universities and also to graduate students. Of 
real value is the bibliography which has been 
appended to each topic to make for guided in- 
dependent study. 


Chapter Six and Ten will be of special in- 
terest to the readers of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal. Dr. Gordon H. Clark, professor and 
head of the Department of Philosophy at Butler 
University, contributed these chapters called 
“The Beginnings of Greek Philosophy” and 
“Hellenistic and Roman Schools of Philosophy.” 

—J.R.R. 


“THESE ARE THE GARMENTs.” Charles W. 


Slemming. Moody Press. $2.00. 


This is a careful and penetrating study of 
the high priestly robes of Aaron as detailed 
in the books of Exodus and Leviticus. It con- 
tains a wealth of information with an intensely 
practical significance to present day believers. 


“THE GREATEST FORCE ON EARTH.” ‘Thomas 
Payne. Moody Press. $.50. 


Here is a reprint of the book published some 
years ago on the power of intensified prayer. 
It will help to deepen the interest of praying 
people in the sublime exercise of intensive 
prayer. It is a real and authoritative directory 
in the spiritual art of praying, insisting on the 
true and only basis of prayer - the name and 
meritorious Mediatorial work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The despondent soul will find great 
encouragement and inspiration to pray as these 
pages are studied. 


A COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE 
. By MATTHEW HENRY 
Now again available after being out of print. 
New biographical edition. A monumental 
work that has been for nearly two centuries 
without an equal and is to Bible teachers 
and to preachers what Shakespeare is to 
| gecular literature. Complete in every detail. 
Now in six-volume set, boxed, $24.50. Post- 


paid. ‘ 
ORDER FROM 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
WEAVERVILLE ... NORTH CAROLINA 
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Camp Westminster 


Camp Westminster, a Christian Camp 
operated by the Westminster Presby- 
terian Church of Atlanta, Georgia, is 
now receiving registrations for their 
1956 sessions. Mr. J. Julius Scott, Jr., 
is serving for the second year as camp 
director. A limited number of young 
people outside of the Atlanta area will 
be given the privilege of attending. The 
1956 schedule is as follows: 


Juniors (ages 8-11) June 18 - June 30 
Intermediates (ages 12-14) July 9 - July 28 
Senior Conference (ages 15-18) 

July 30 - August 11 


For further information, or for Camp 
literature write immediately to: 


Camp Westminster 
c/o Westminster Presbyterian Church 
493 Ponce de Leon Ave., NE. 
Atlanta, Georgia 


J. 


John R. Richardson says that 
this book has a “wealth of in- 
formation in clear and under- 


standable language.” 


@ Clear and Concise 
Explanations 


@ Highest of 20th 
Century Scholarship 
Davis 
DICTIONARY OF THE 
BIBLE 4th Rev. Ed. $5.95 


Gift Edition, Boxed, $7.50 
Order From 


THE 


SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVLLLE, N. C. 
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